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We now hawve the legendry 2071 Ezzy Wave Panther 3 in stock,
in ail colowrs, Call us if you would like to book a demao at our
Ezzy RRD Test centre on West Wittering beach — or falk about
a frade in of your old Ezzy against a new one

We have a limited amount of 2010 Ezzy Wave Paniher 2 sails
at specaal prices, Ghack out our website www.2x5.co.uk or call
Sirrtn gur Exry expedt on 01243 512552, We can $hip you a
sail evarnight i the UK as well worldwide defvaries.

2x5.co.uk = Uk No1. Ezzy Retailer & Ezzy Test Centre

CALEE072431512552 0 ORDER Ao remams '
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A GRAHAM EZZY
PORTRAIT

caught the inside line
for an exclusive portrait of a Prince
of Windsurfing Royalty. With candid
insight from Aristocracy such as Levi
Siver and Mark Angulo, it's a story
worth telling, but the journey to the
land of his birth wasn't without it's
hitcheas...as Graham Ezzy himself explains

RAIN

The downpour was incessant. Biblical
almost. Even at noon, dark clouds
covered the sky, reducing the sun's
strength to dusk levels. Cameraman
Brendan, founder of umi, was at my
house in Haiku lying in bed ill with a
rampant temperature.

Upstairs I'd just read about the death of
Hd"f ans. I knew I had to tell Brendan

‘thafone of Slivsurfing heroes had
passed away, but. ‘Should choose my
words wlsehr sln-nl »'d been bed-bound
and sweating for days - and Al had jl.llt
died of Dengue Fever.

Pic Franck Berthout J




Over the past 5 years Brendan and |
have forged a strong bond and had
plotted this trip to Maul where I could
show him around as we worked on a film
portrait of my birthplace and home.

Finally, with fortune's favor, we found a

week in November when I had vacation

from university on the mainland, and his
schedule was free.

We traveled to Hawaii from the other
side of the world to film in this small
window of time. Luckily, the forecast was
_ : : for big surf. We couldn't have been
2 t:r - happier.

Ny

-

But when the swell came though, [ was
out of practice after studying for months
without windsurfing. My turns were stiff
and, more than anything else, I didn't
have enough confidence to really charge
in such good waves.

The situation wasn't looking good: the
constant rain killed the wind, I sailed
poorly on the only good days we had,
Brendan was nauseous, and, so it
seemed at the time, Andy Irons just died
of a similar sickness. It looked like our
luck was actually quite bad.

i
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But sure enough, the rain cleared and Brendan lived. The wind was
back but my confidence wasn't. I tried to push myself to go for big
off-the-lips, but they only ended in monster wipeouts. With the
smaller waves though, I started trying tricks. Of all the tricks, takas
are probably my favorite wave maneuver. | started pulling them
when [ was 13 and have loved them ever since. ['ve managed to
develop my own way of doing them, where instead of jumping or just
sliding, I carve my way into the turn. Levi calls these Reverses
instead of takas because they resemble the surfing move of that
name more than a traditional taka. It was the reverse that helped me
win the Cabo Verde supersession in 2009. So, with little confidence
and weak from not windsurfing, the taka was my go-to move.

LEVI CALLS THESE 'REVERSES'
INSTEAD OF TAKAS

Pic Franck Berthout |
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But, [ was even falling on my
trademark takas, my favorite and
most consistent move. Crashing
hurt my confidence even more. In
one moment, though, catching a
small wave, I flew down the line
and threw an angry goiter. To my
surprise I landed it planing. With a
good trick landed, my confidence
slowly started to come back. From
that point on, my sailing only
started improving - takas, goiters,
360s, and the golden grail: good
turns. The waves got bigger the
following days, and with my
restored confidence I was able to
go for some big hits, and make
them, which is important since
umi pictures only uses moves that




WATERFALL WE RAN FROM THE PURSUANT
With the windsurfing under control BLOODSUCKING MOSQUITOS
and Brendan off his deathbed, my
thoughts were on showing him
around Maui, the island of my birth.
But with my windsurfing 5 hours a
day and Brendan's filming, we were
both destroyed most of the time.

Pic Kevin Pritchard

I did manage to drag him to my
high school and even show him the
lush, green jungle. Brendan urged
me to show him a proper waterfall,
and I had to comply.

After wandering half an hour
through the back jungle of Haiku,
we found a waterfall. He pulled out
his camera and began filming. But
before a few seconds passed, he
began to complain of mosquitos. I
looked over and saw a black cloud
swarming around his bare legs. The
mass of little vampires only grew.
We ran through the mud and dirt
and even passed a family of Indian
tourists who had fallen down in the
slippery mud. As much as we
wanted to help, we ran from the
pursuant bloodsucking mosquitos.
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FINAL DAY THE FORECAST WAS EPIC - 18FT SWELL AT
As my vacation time ended, the good footage A MAMMOTH 20 SECOND PERIOD. | HAD NO
piled up, but we still lacked big wave clips. To CHOICE BUT TO EXTEND MY TICKET AND
make matters more frustrating, the day after  RISK MISSING MY FLIGHT THE NEXT DAY

my departure was forecast to be epic - 18ft
swell at a mammoth 20 second period. I had
no choice but to extend my ticket and risk
missing my flight the next day, which would
have happened if a kind Airline Agent hadn't
saved me with a new ticket.

Pic Gustav Settervik

The women [ spoke with told me that I could
just show up at the airport the next day and
get on the same flight. She said it was the
easiest option for me and for her. That would
mean missing my flight completely with no
prior notice for the airline. 1 was confused, so
I called again, and a guy confirmed the
information I already received. With the
flights sorted, I went to bed dreaming of the
next day's waves.

In recent years ['ve had a tendency to
chronically oversleep, and the next morning
was no exception, so as soon as [ got out of
bed, it was time to head to Ho'okipa. I
grabbed some raisins and almonds (a
favorite snack of mine) and drove with
Brendan down to the spot I'd soon be
homesick for once back at school.
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At the beach, the waves were large, closing out the
channel so that just getting out past the waves was
tough. I was the first one on the water and
managed to sneak past the sets and get outside. |
was powered on my 5.0 and able to catch some
clean, big waves. Fighting my fear and embracing
the adrenaline, I forced myself to hit the sections. |
sailed the entire day, not wanting to waste a second
of this gift of nature. Ending the session with my
body and equipment all intact, I was happy and
exhausted.

However, because [ spent the whole day at the
beach, I didn't leave much room for packing my

luggage. So, I arrived at the airport less than an
hour before my flight. I was so late that there
wasn't even a line anymore. And when I got to the
counter and presented my ID with an the
explanation given to me on the phone, the man
said that he had no idea what I had been told and
that since I had missed my flight, I would have to
buy a completely new ticket and that there might
not even be a ticket to buy. I was shocked and too

exhausted from all the windsurfing to full realize | SAILED THE ENTIRE DAY, NOT WANTING TO
what was happening. WASTE A SECOND OF THIS GIFT OF NATURE

Burned from the salt and sun, I probably loocked on
the verge of tears. The guy had to do something for
another passenger and when he finished with them,
he just turned to me, handed me a boarding pass,
and said, "You'll need to run'. GE
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For me, some of the strangeness came from its
similarities to Hawaii. The Japanese are the largest
ethnic group there, which is reflected in island culture.
For example, Hawaiian children commonly play rock,
paper, scissors - but with the rhythm of their hands
they shout, 'jan, ken, po!"' The gummy rice treat Mochi
Is common too. And every Maul gas station has
Musubi - a Japanese rice ball snack with seaweed,
plus you'll see Ahi (Hawalilan for Tuna) Teriyaki style
on menus throughout cur home archipelago.

The entire trip was an overload of the oddly foreign
yet familiar. Like Freud's concept of ‘'uncanny' derived
from the German 'Heimlich' and 'Unheimlich' {Homely
and Un-Homely). And for this reason, every
experience had a fascinating flavour of discomfort,
similar to being tricked by an optical illusion - the
perfect opportunity to lap up all the surreal
experiences [ was collecting.

The similarities between Hawalil and Japan don't stop
with the borrowed culture. Both places are isolated in
the Pacific. In fact, the waves that I grew up riding at
Ho'okipa in the winter are from storms that brew and
rage in their waters. So really, I've ridden Japanese
waves my entire life.

Through Brendan's lens and my words, 1 hope we've : GQI G BIG IN
: L 1 |- P , - - bt * ] “ " s f l-t b
- ‘ "

captured some of these unnerving details of our brief
walk through the Japanese way of life in a visual and j R =
auditory style. GE - wy - WA 3 5'5}][?_ i
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Graham Ezzy milking the most out of Baja
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